Tuesday 16/07/2013

On Monday 15 July 2013, Emeritus Bishop of MaitlandNewcastle,
Michael Malone, made a public statement at the Special Commission of
Inquiry into matters relating to the Police investigation of certain child
sexual abuse allegations in the Catholic Diocese of MaitlandNewcastle.
The Catholic Diocese of MaitlandNewcastle has obtained a copy of
Bishop Malone's statement (below):
"I thank Commissioner Cunneen and
members of the special commission
for giving me an opportunity to make
a prepared statement as I conclude
my public evidence. I also commend
the commission for conducting a
thorough and wideranging inquiry.
My 17 years as bishop of the Diocese
of MaitlandNewcastle saw a gradual
awakening in me to the horror of
sexual abuse in the Church. During
those years the diocese moved from
shock and disbelief to an angry
rejection of such criminal behaviour of
some clergy and Church personnel.
Any organisation runs the risk of
becoming a cold and indifferent
bureaucracy and that includes the Catholic Church. In such a bureaucracy its
leaders can spend more time protecting the organisation than lovingly serving the
faithful men and women who constitute it.
When this happens vulnerable children and adults can fall through the cracks.
Their deep needs remain unmet and, as we have found, even criminally exploited.
Constant vigilance and authentic accountability can mitigate the tendency to
exploit. Church leaders, most of whom are wonderful committed people, must be
transparent and put in place processes and procedures which genuinely protect the
young and vulnerable.
Fortunately, here in the diocese we saw the need to do just that and put in place
an effective child protection unit now known as Zimmerman Services. Since 2005
the diocese, through this unit, has attempted to redress past failures and neglect
by offering effective training of Church personnel, prompt attention to cases of
abuse, support for victims and healing for fractured families and communities.
It will probably take some years to rebuild lost confidence in the Catholic Church.
Healing and reconciliation can come about when people see that things are
different and that their genuine needs are met in an open and compassionate way.
I pray daily for the victims of sexual abuse asking God to grant them peace of
mind, healing and reconciliation with all people and with the Catholic Church.
Bishop Bill Wright, the current bishop of MaitlandNewcastle, made a heartfelt
apology at the opening of phase two of this inquiry. I welcome his apology and add
my own sincere sorrow that any actions of mine may have added to the pain of
victims and their families. This includes a flippant comment of mine late last week
when I spoke of not destroying secret documents  my words were insensitive and I
apologise.
The evils of sexual abuse should never have happened, but they did. With better
systems in place may they never happen again."
 Emeritus Bishop Michael Malone (Monday 15 July 2013).
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